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had the .honour to be one of the performers of Shak-
speare's characters, and enjoyed the benefit of being
a fellow sharer in the Globe, Blackfriars, and Curtain,
Theatres. He died, in January, 1624-5 ; leaving
five children, who had before lost their mother ; and
now, had only their father's " kind fellows, his Ma-
jesties Servants" to protect their infant weakness.

WILLIAM ECCLESTONE was also one of the
King's Servants, and equally represented with them
Shakspeare's characters at the Globe, and at their
usual house, in the Blackfriars. He played in the
Alchymist, during 1610, and, during the subsequent
year, in Catiline. Nicholas Tooley, with his usual
benevolence, forgave Ecclestone, in 1623, all the debts,
which were due to him. He disappeared, before the
6th of May, 1629, at which time he was no longer
one of the King's players: but, I have not been able
to find his will in the registers, either of the Bishop
of London, or of the Archbishop of Canterbury. He
who acts an insignificant part on the stage of life,
cannot hope to be long remembered, while so many
men of greater eminence are daily disappearing from
the pubHck eye.

JOSEPH TAYLOK is said by tradition, which is
not supported by circunstances, to have played Ham-
let, and lago, when these characters were first repre-
sented ; to have performed True-wit, in the Silent
Woman, and Face in the Alchymist; though this
assertion is not confirmed by Ben Jonson himself.
The player-editors ranked Joseph Taylor, however,
among those, who had the honour to represent Shak-
speare's characters. He is said to have been at the
head of the Lady Elizabeth's players, in 1614. What-
ever parts he may have acted, before the year 1623,
he was still poor, and low: When the kind-hearted
Nicholas Tooley, in that year, made his will, he di-
rected that, " Whereas I stand bound for Joseph